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FARM-TO-SCHOOL & SCHOOL LUNCH REIMBURSEMENT 
 

BACKGROUND 
The agriculture industry remains a top contributor to the New York State economy, 
providing critical jobs, revenues, and food for our state and beyond. The New York State 
Farm to School Program was created in 2002 under the jurisdiction of both the Department 
of Agriculture and Markets and the New York State Education Department with a purpose 
of connecting schools with local farms and food producers to strengthen local agriculture, 
improve student health, and promote regional food systems awareness. 
 
State legislation set the current reimbursement rate of $0.0599 cents per school lunch meal 
and has not increased this reimbursement rate in many years. The low reimbursement rate 
hinders the ability of school districts to purchase fresh, nutritious, locally grown New York 
State food products. 
 

2018 EXECUTIVE BUDGET PROPOSAL 
Governor Cuomo proposes doubling the state's investment to add $750,000 for a total of 
$1.5 million in Farm to School projects.  
 
The Governor also proposes to incentivize school districts to use more local farm-fresh 
products by increasing the reimbursement schools receive for lunches from the current 5.9 
cents per meal to 25 cents per meal for any district that purchases at least 30 percent of 
their ingredients from New York farms.  
 

2018 LEGISLATIVE BUDGET PROPOSALS 
The Senate and Assembly retain the additional $750,000 allocation for Farm to School 
projects, for a total of $1.5 million. 
 

COUNTY SOLUTION 
Counties support the Executive Budget proposal to double the state’s investment in Farm to 
School projects and enact a lunch reimbursement formula that provides schools with 
additional funding with the stipulation that increases be used to purchase locally grown, 
fresh food options.  
 
 

For more information on the county position regarding this issue, visit www.nysac.org or call  
518-465-1473 to speak to Alexandra LaMonte, NYSAC Research Analyst. 
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